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Environment Information Needs.
The information needs of the Environment and Conservation Division was identified through meetings and correspondences with individual staff of ECD along with individual from other Government stakeholders, and a group brainstorming exercise
 which divulge further details and linkages between department needs. Tabulated below is the summary.
	Information needs

	· All relevant data related to the marine, land and air that can unveil the status of Kiribati Biodiversity
· All relevant data that are related to climate change

· Inventory of past and existing projects. General information on the projects; type of project, stakeholders, funding source/s, timeframe, location, raw materials requirement and quantity, sources of raw materials, equipment and machineries requirement. 
· Database that stores for each project environmental Impact Assessment report, study reports done for the project, environmental license issued with conditions, monitoring report, complaint reports

· Database that stores all environment reports, and documents related to environment strategies, plans and policies according to the thematic areas identified in the Kiribati Integrated Environment Policy.
· Spatial datasets (map) specifically for protected areas, Ramsar/mangrove planting sites, turtle nesting sites, periodic nesting sites of seabirds, designated mining sites, boat and ship channels, landfills/waste dumping ground, project sites, land use, and others as may arise in the future
· Linkages between related database 
· Inventory of pollutant, information on pollution incidences 
· Waste disposal data in volume and by landfill, incinerate, burning or burying

· Inventory on all imported goods. The data could provide estimate on waste production
· Waste Recycling data on aluminum, steel (bulk), battery

· E-waste and bulk waste database 


Reporting Obligations and Information Requirement

Tabulated below are the current reporting obligations conferred to the Environment and Conservation Division through various conventions Kiribati is party to and the information requirement for each.
	THEMATIC AREAS
	Reporting Obligation
	Information Requirement

	(1) BIODIVERSITY 
Convention on Biological Diversity

	National Biodiversity Strategic Action Plan (NBSAP)
The NBSAP is a five years strategic plan and outline goals and objectives so to meet the main objectives of the CBD within the environment context of Kiribati. 
As guideline to formulate the list of the information requirement NBSAP 2006 is used. The goals for the NBSAP 2006 include; 
· improvement of informal education and public awareness at local community level; 
· sustainable usage and management of land and terrestrial resource in line with traditional and customary systems; 
· biological resources shall be enhanced, used and managed to maintain biological diversity; 
· expand available data and information on biodiversity and to make it available to decision makers and the public; 
· minimize activities that pollute and threaten biodiversity
National Report to the Convention on Biological Diversity
· Specifically the report highlights importance of biodiversity, trends and status, threats to biodiversity.

· Mainstreaming biodiversity into national policies ad plans.

· Highlights national achievements in relation to NBSAP

· Discuss national targets and actions relevant to achieving global targets
	· Sources of information and data

· Level of community awareness on biodiversity
· Biodiversity coverage level in school Curricula 

· Inventory of terrestrial and marine species

· List of endanger and threaten species 

· Vegetation cover for each island
· Inventory, monetary value and status of species currently exploited for economic benefit. Particularly coconut, tuna, sea cucumber, reef finfish and non finfish
· Inventory and status of species currently exploited for customary and traditional use

· Inventory and status of food crops
· Inventory and status of avifauna species

· Inventory and status including distribution and level of destructive pattern of invasive species
· Inventory and status of inshore marine fauna and flora 

· Development activities and impacts on the environment

· Monitoring activities



	(2) CLIMATE CHANGE Framework Convention on Climate Change
	National Communication under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
This is a requirement under the convention where parties are required to communicate to the Conference of Parties information on its implementation of the Convention. It outlines the national circumstances under the current climate situation, inventories of anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions and sinks; measures to facilitate adequate adaptation to climate change; including other information. It covers a timeframe of four years.
Biannual Update Report

The report provides updates on the implementation status of the key components outlined in the National Communication Report.
	· Policies in place 

· National capacity

· Changes in land area overtime

· Health of corals, sea grass, mangroves

· Population and health statistics

· Climate parameters; temperature, pressure, rainfall, cloud cover, humidity

· Data on tides, sea level, waves

· Agriculture productivity

· Fisheries data

· Ground water quality and quantity
· Inventory and extension of damage to property and value of damage due to storm surge

· Vegetation cover for each island

· Use of renewable resources

· Data on imported fuel

· Volume of waste generated 

· Livestock population – pigs/chicken

· Inventory of greenhouse gases


	(3) LAND DEGRADATION
(Convention to Combat Desertification and Drought). 

In the context of the convention desertification is defined as land degradation in arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid areas resulting from various factor, including climatic variations and human activities
	National Action Plan
It is a strategic action plan that serves to meet the obligation of parties under the convention and also as a national plan of action to combat land degradation and mitigation effect of drought and also assist to achieve sustainable development.
	· Status of health of land

· Land usage and strategy on town planning

· Information on drought. Historical weather record for islands

· Current Response Strategy to combat effect of drought on the affected population and ecosystem 

· Mining activities

· Waste Management policy

· National capacity to deal with waste

· Waste (hazardous and non-hazardous wastes) generated and disposal 

· Data on pollution; inventory of pollutant, source of pollution, information on polluted site/s
· Ground water quality

· Inventory on Persistent Organic Pollutant 

· Climate change factors

· Waste recycling activity

· Information on development activities



	Other Multilateral Environment Agreements that are mandated by the Environment and Conservation Department

	MEA
	Reporting obligations
	Information Requirement

	World Heritage Convention
	Report to the World Heritage Committee 
	· Inventory of property forming part of the cultural and natural heritage.
· Up to date list of properties forming part of the cultural and natural heritage

	Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants 
	Provide list of POPs to the Secretariat biannually
	· Inventory of POPs

	Basel Convention on the Control of Trans-Boundary movements of Hazardous waste and their disposal

Waigani Convention (The regional level of the Basel Convention)
	Annual report to the Secretariat
	· Data on wastes export (used oils)
· Recycling operation; aluminum, steel (bulk waste), battery

	London Convention (Dumping of Waste at Sea)
	Annual report to the Secretariat but Communication through email relaying information is acceptable.
	· Number of ships disposed at Sea
· Location and depth of disposal area

· Environment condition of the disposal area


�While we appreciate that extensive consultation was reportedly undertaken, we recommend that key information from this consultation is also provided. These include the following:


1) List of stakeholders consulted - who, where, and when;


2) Agenda of the consultations;


3) Summary of discussions and agreed actions to be taken up by the CB2/CCCD project; and


4) List of reports/publications cited.





This way, we provide proof/evidence that the consultation did take place and involved all key stakeholders that are key to the establishment of the EMIS.


�While we appreciate the extensive list of reporting obligations that Kiribati is Party to along with the list of information requirements, we recommend the following:





1) That the status of information requirement is also provided. e.g. looking at the CBD requirements, please provide status on where Kiribati is at in terms of ensuring that sources of information and data are available, communities are well aware of biodiversity issues and their role in conserving biodiversity etc.





2) That as per ToR and contract, an outline of an environmental data repository, including database structure to store environmental data is provided. It will include a conceptualized data model to normalize various data sets composed of subject areas such as biodiversity conservation, marine protection, climate change mitigation & adaptation etc. Please consult Yaya on this.
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